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compromise; it requires agreement; It
requires moving ahead on a piece of
legislation.

I will tell you, I served on the Appro-
priations Committee for 23 years, and
we reached agreement between Repub-
licans and Democrats on almost every
bill. And when we had the bills, they
weren’t partisan bills, and they got a
lot of Republican votes, almost always,
when we were in charge—not all the
time, almost always.

If you are a party of no compromise,
then you can’t move things in the
United States Senate. I get that. But
that is the reason. That is the reason,
because you couldn’t reach com-
promise.

Very frankly, a lot of the bills have
come out of the committee. Do you
know why they came out of com-
mittee? Because they were bipartisan.
But they haven’t been brought to the
floor by Mr. MCCONNELL, and they
haven’t been sent to the President of
the United States, so somewhat croco-
dile tears.

Yes, you passed those 12 bills just
like you can pass the CRs, on your
own, without any help from us. If the
government shuts down, it is because
you can’t get the majority of your
party to pass bills.

Mr. McCCARTHY. No. No. No.

Mr. HOYER. You are in charge. There
is no doubt when we were in charge and
you didn’t support us, we passed every
piece of legislation we wanted to pass
on this floor with 218 Democrats. We
were united as a party. Now, we lost
some, but never enough to make it so
that we didn’t get 218. You lost 90. You
can say it was on the debt; you can say
it was on national security; you can
say whatever you want on it; but you
brought a bill to the floor, and 90 of
your people voted against it to keep
government open and to keep govern-
ment operating.

Very frankly, we voted with you so
that we could get some work done, and
we haven’t gotten work done. That is
what frustrates us. That is what frus-
trates the American people.

I will tell my friend, at the end of the
day, after this Congress is gone, histo-
rians are not going to be kind, notwith-
standing the fact you say you passed so
many bills. You passed so many bills
on a partisan basis, and you used, es-
sentially, the 51 vote because you
didn’t want to compromise. We get it.
You don’t want to compromise. You
don’t want to work with us. You didn’t
have any hearing on this tax bill. We
were not included in any phase of the
marking up and fashioning of this tax
bill.

Now, I am about ready to yield back
the balance of my time. I am sure that
everybody who wants to give a 1-
minute or a Special Order is very
happy to hear that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my friend for yielding.

The gentleman is correct about com-
promise, but there is a real big dif-
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ference between compromise and ob-
struction, to obstruct, when you talked
about the Senate. It takes 60 votes to
even get on to a bill. I know as well as
my friend that you can utilize the Sen-
ate and the leadership of the House to
stop something if you want to.

I will tell my friend that I am dis-
appointed. What will you say to the
62,0007 What will you say to the 62,000
Federal employees who live in your
district? What will you say to them
about every quote you made in the past
that you should not play games with
funding and shutting down the govern-
ment?

You may think you can make that
statement here. Your leader may think
that she can say that only the Presi-
dent was talking about a shutdown.
The President never whipped one vote
to shut it down. He whipped it to stay
open. History won’t be kind.

Yes, we will come to a conclusion
next week.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in reclaim-
ing my time, does the gentleman re-
member President Trump saying that a
good shutdown will be good for govern-
ment? Do you remember him saying
that, when you tell me about how he
has been down here lobbying? He said:
A ‘“‘good shutdown” may be good for
government.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I understand what his
words said. I also watched his actions.
I also watched what he did last week to
get Members to vote to keep it open be-
cause things did change. There was not
compromise even though the bill was a
compromise because there was no poi-
son pill in it.

If we are going to carry everything
ourselves, maybe we should put some-
thing in it. It was a compromise, but,
unfortunately, you changed on the
other side. You decided now is the time
to shut the government down, try to
blame somebody else.

The American people will see
through that, and I will guarantee you
that 62,000 people who work for the
Federal Government in the Maryland
Fifth District will not take that as an
answer.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, I would, again, reit-
erate: the majority party can do what-
ever it wants on this floor. It could
have kept government open. It could
have kept policies moving with its
votes. Time after time after time on
critical issues confronting this coun-
try, they couldn’t come up with a ma-
jority.

As a matter of fact, on one occasion,
Mr. MCCARTHY was the whip, Mr. Can-
tor was the majority leader, and Mr.
Boehner was the Speaker. They offered
a bill to keep government moving.
They only got 84 of their colleagues,
approximately one-third of their col-
leagues on their side of the aisle, to
vote with them.
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I don’t want to hear about us shut-
ting down government. We can’t shut
down government. They are in charge.
The majority has the votes. You can do
whatever you want. We get it. We may
not like it any more than you liked it,
but we get it.

But we voted on the hope that we
would get some work done. We haven’t
moved anyplace except on the tax bill,
which we think is bad for this country,
in the last 90 days since we passed—and
we passed. The CR would not have
passed without us.

And, yes, we will not be held hostage.
Yes, we will oppose what we think is a
very, very bad tax bill and we think is
an effort to avoid getting the work of
this House done.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BUDD). The Chair would remind Mem-
bers to direct their remarks to the
Chair.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 5:30 p.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——————

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 15, 2017, TO MONDAY,
DECEMBER 18, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Friday, December
15, 2017, it adjourn to meet on Monday,
December 18, 2017, when it shall con-
vene at noon for morning-hour debate
and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TIM FRABLE

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker,
America lost a hero this week, and I
lost a friend.

Tim Frable trained at Malmstrom
Air Force Base in Montana and flew
missions in a P-51 over Japan during
World War II. During one mission, he
had to ditch into the Pacific. He and a
wing mate floated for days before being
rescued.

Tim was my science teacher in junior
high school. He told his ocean rescue
story in 5-minute installments at the
end of class each day. Because of his
storytelling, no one missed class.

Tim loved Montana. In 1976, he
brought me and 17 other classmates
from Pennsylvania to Red Lodge to
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